Blackberry /Bramble may be grown only on Headlands next to external paths or on plots 5 ft away from any boundary. They must be kept well managed to avoid invasion. They fruit on second year wood and the best fruits are borne if pruned to the base annually leaving a few new branches.

 August 2005 

Thistles and brambles make problems for everyone and we have had to choose between keeping paths open and cutting cleared areas as we have just not had enough bodies, time or machinery.  If you have weeds thistles/brambles on your plot - cut them.  You are responsible for keeping your plot and 2ft around your headland free from weeds and brambles.
June 2006 

We have booked a mowing contract for the summer. It was late starting due to the rain in May but there will be monthly cuts with a maximum of 5 in all. This should establish the paths and reclaim some other areas where mowing is possible.  Please keep your 2 ft of headland (up to the path) clear and ensure invasive roots/seeds do not spread from your plot.  It is important you do not put any rubbish outside your plot boundary where it will interfere with the machinery.  You should manage any rubbish from your plot after the waste pile removal by taking it to Redbridge and weeds should be managed on your plot by composting or covering.

August 2006

Weeds and brambles and neighbours

Please consider your neighbours.  Every member is responsible for keeping bramble and weeds on their plot managed so that they do not invade paths or others’ plots. 

Oct 2006

 Trees and clearance  
The remaining interior tree removal and the pollarding of the willows along the perimeter are planned for April   Our thanks again to Mike Gass, John Wade and Shaun Gibson of City Council Parks Department.   Some of the trees to be cleared are on or next to plots and sheds.  Shaun Gibson, the senior aboriculturalist, has said that they will take every care during work but it is impossible not to cause some disturbance.  They will endeavour to keep this to a minimum.    At our last AGM we agreed again that all trees, other than dwarf managed (>10ft) fruit trees, which have grown due to neglect/mistakes would be removed and we will not be contacting individual members.  If you anticipate any problems about a tree on or around your plot please contact a member of the committee.  The workmen and machinery will need to enter some plots for access.  The trees will be shredded on site and the chippings left on waste areas. 

2007 AGM report

               Mowing and Cutting:  The subscription increase has made life much easier. The major expense has been contract mowing to reclaim paths and communal areas. This has improved them but the paths need reconstruction as some are unusable when wet. There are a few large bramble clumps left on plots and these are being dealt with by writing audit letters to individual members.  Members are required to remove any bramble on JOINT boundaries.  Many plot holders have made great strides with managing previously unruly plots which means the remaining bramble is more obvious. Unmanaged and invasive headlands and weeds make access and cultivation difficult for all and allows for hidden rubbish which is a menace for any contract machinery.

2008 AGM report
Plot audits

We have continued our practice of site reviews and plot audits and this has shown very positive results in improving plot cultivation and reducing problems.  We have a few outstanding issues but generally everyone is working with the rules.  We rarely have to decide not to renew membership but the committee feel it is important to do so where there is persistent refusal to abide by agreed rules and fair notice has been given.  Sometimes events overtake us all and we do our best to be helpful when informed of difficulties. 

July 2008 
Headlands and numbers

Please remember headlands must be kept cut and managed by plot holders.  You are responsible for 2ft around your plot up to where the path is cut and this must be kept maintained weed free.  Weeds, brambles and other vegetation must not be allowed to grow across the path or seed onto others plots or exceed c5 ft. 

Oct 2008

Please help us to make our allotment site an attractive, safe place for all 

· always show consideration for your plot neighbours and visitors to the site 

· you must keep pets under control at all times. Dogs must be on a lead if not contained on your plot and you must ensure your dog does not foul the site.

· your allotment garden needs regular attention to keep it tidy and productive and you must use it in accordance with the conditions of your membership

· you need to keep the area around your allotment tidy and weed free and ensure bramble is not on adjoining boundaries.   It can be on external boundaries if not invading the path.
2009 

In AGM report.
